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hat. an the age of 33, after

becoming the frst person

1o reach the top of the
highess. most mythic pinnaclke on
varih. does a fellow do for an en-
cerre? For Ed Hillary, the New Zea-
fand-born beekeeper urmed Her
Majesny's most doted-upon sub-
pret. the answer lay in par in rec-
vginizing that he had no special
tden of ability other than “a
prdly share of imagination and
plenmy of COCTEY. o

Add level-headedness o the mix
andl you have a capable, sanguine
personality well equipped o be
lwsih the flest (he really was) 1o
climb all 29028 fee1 af Everest,
and 1o make the best of the Tame
hestowed on him afterward. In a
*ETEE, EINOC UM Was evedilu-
ally going to climb the rock. Vier
[ riee Surrnir makes a caw
that Hillary's most admirable ac-
conmplishments occurned after the
LG ]]

Hikled as Hllluﬁ first, complete
e _ﬁiﬂn{iu;—..u:!n_ I.'“.'lel-u_-
ik s wpll-paced  narrative is
structured, much like the author's
life. around the imposing shadow
«f Fveress: From the opening e
+« tigstinn nl his and Sherpa partner

siring aosrgan's fimal push i the
apmennt, e story moves  back
brieflv into Hillany's adolescence
1ol early adulihood. then forward
1 a heoad sweep of time, exolic
seemgrapliy and compelling evenis,
2 oanses To rest full circle as Hill-
«ri. sitting in his den one day. re-
weives 4 phone call from his son
ealing from the same “fattish, ex-
peved area of snow with nothing
bt space in all directions™ on
which his father had stood 37
vears eatlier,

Hiflary's description of incidenis
and circumstances is remarkably
lucid Mis tone is understated bt
confident; no false humility, no
keols spared. He montars iogether
sections with a number of enter-
laining  sub-themes:  fatefluck,
“the way climbing used to be” and
i -Sir Edmuend,

It i= amii-5ir Edmund. relent-
lessly alriven. competitive and po-
btical. that is &t odds with the
puthic's naive image of the bee

krper amd  builder of Sherpa
whieide. Sir Edmund.  Readers
Eaien h world-weariness

should find W especially uptifting
wfind i inok Hillary considerable
wa-kesansy pdjnbeal mAnaeuvTing
md ravw on-nsscling of rivals just
' gain a place on lohn Hum's
W eapeditsen 10 Fverest. Fale
wlil btervene ga Hillarc's side
. whien the well-financed Swiss
weadiveni of 1952 lailed. using the
=" easl route Hume anticipated
wy the following vear, alw

ADVENTURE

verest’s shadow

Edmund Hillary, after a 12-day
Himalayan rrei: 'a E::d]‘yﬂmql"
irmargination ard plenty of energy.”

when Hunt's first-team of Charles
Evans amd Tom Bourdillon was
beaten dowrs =100 fecr shom ol
s summii. i

w.m.?m:munmm-
perience in New fealand’s “south-
emn Alps.” Hillary was unfazed by
Evan's view that the ridge (o the
sumimit was not climbable. He and
Tenzing proceeded up. camping
one night above the South Col. at
27500 feed, a technique deemed
oo dangerous loday. Success at
this stage hinged entlrely on the
palr's sirength and resourceful-
ness,  Heaching the imposing
40-loat-high roeck-step a few hun-
dred feet helow the summit which
now  hears  his name, Hillary
wedged himsell ino a crack and
squeezed himsell up like toath-
paste from a tube. Today, the Hill-
ary Step is pas de problem. as
commercial guides wse fived ropes
to haul clients lke large sacks of
potatoes up to their dearly paid-
for destinies.

Hillary's high-altimude climbing
career came 10 an abrupt end the
I’ul]uwinEE:fﬂr, when an accident
on another Himalayan Ma-
kalu, dimintshed his ability 10 per-
form above 20,000 feet. A different
vein of adveniure soon beckoned,
when he met Dr. Vivian Fuchs
Fuchs, for funding reasons, was
keen on getting the Tamous Hillary
name on his team planning a
crossing of Antarctica with mabor-
ized wehicles, Having been a boy-
hood fan of the tales of Rober
Scort’s Amarctic adventures. Hill-
ary agreed: Fuchs. in the form of
anti-5ir Edmund. very nearly geis
e than e asked fof.

In his role as the leader of a
team establishing supply degros
hundreds of miles our onte the
desolate, crevasse-filled Antarctic

plateau, Hillary quickly aban

domed Fuchs's rigid game plan. He
claims the Antarclic experience
was more challenging and fslfill-
ing than climbing Everest, and it ks
hard not 1o believe him. The proj-
el consumed neary wo o years
and involved overcoming endless
logistical nightrmares, seibacks and
sagging splrits under the most ex-
treme  conditbons. Once  again,
Hillary prowed to be & master a1
Improvising his way out silwations
that book frankly hopeless.

hﬁ?“ ?-I[Illh:fmn“ in ﬁrw-
cluding Hillary's Antarctic expedi-
tion, BEE: well as the death of his

wile and youngest doughter in a
1975 plane crash, are covered in
bits and pieces in the nine hooks
Hillary has wrinten or co-wrillen
The bulk of these, however, ap-
pear to be scarce in bookstores
and libraries.

Sherry Oriner makes a sober but
timely eantribution to pecent Ever.
esmania in a book thal docu
ments  the invaluahle Sherpa
contributions 1o modern moun-
taineering. as well as their historic
mistreaiment at the hands of their
“sahibs.” Yet Oriner. a professor of
anthropabogy and author of twn

previous hooks an Sherpa culture.
does nol believe the Sherpas are
blamedess in thelr own exploita-
ton.

Sinoe Hillary's indtial efforts 1o
improve the Sherpa’s quality of
life, amtitedes of modetn moun.
taineers toward Sherpa guides and
helpers have gradually become
more  enlightened.  Stll, Onner
paints oail. there remaing a wide

Wil betweeny e twn cultures
or exampie. when the maodern
enlightened sahibs pop o wein
when a Shetpa refuses o climb -
after another Sherpa has fallen aff
the side of 3 moumain.
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